
Discursive Essay Samples 
 
Sample 5: 
 
You attended a public speaking competition in your school. One of the competitors 
made the following comment: 
 
“Music brings people together.” 
 
Write an essay expressing your opinion on the statement. Write at least 250 words.  
 
 
 
Hook 
 
Different views 
 
 
Thesis Statement 
 
 

Introduction 
Music is a universal aspect of human existence: it has no 
language, but it plays a significant part in people’s lives. 
While many people believe music brings people together, 
others claim otherwise. Some argue that music connects 
people from different cultures globally and strengthens social 
bonds within nations, whereas some critics contend that 
music is a source of contention between generations. 
 

 
Topic Sentence (a) 
 
Elaboration 
 
Paragraph 
conclusion  
 
 
 

Body: 1st Point 
Firstly, music has proven to be an invaluable tool in 
connecting different cultures across the globe. With a wide 
range of popular music genres such as country songs, pop 
music, and instrumental pieces, music acts as a bridge, 
uniting people from diverse backgrounds. The beats and 
lyrics flow in harmony, creating a soothing and relaxing 
atmosphere that promotes lightheartedness and fosters a 
sense of connection among listeners. Moreover, the rhythm 
of music has the power to synchronize people's movements, 
enhancing a shared experience that reinforces group 
identity. For instance, songs written in a lingua franca, such 
as "Despacito" and "Gangnam Style," have taken the global 
entertainment industry by storm, transcending language 
barriers and uniting people from different cultures. Therefore, 
through its universal appeal, music continues to connect 
cosmopolitan individuals all around the world. 
 

Topic Sentence (b) 
 
Elaboration 
 
Paragraph 
conclusion  
 

Body: 2nd Point 
In addition to connecting cultures, music also plays a crucial 
role in uniting communities and strengthening social bonds 
within a nation. Patriotic music, in particular, addresses the 
needs of societies that may be divided or affected by conflict. 
As a form of expression, patriotic songs have the power to 
mobilize people and foster a shared national identity, 
resonating deeply across a country. For example, songs like 
"Inilah Barisan Kita" and "Jalur Gemilang" in Malaysia serve 



as a unifying force, acting as a "glue" that enhances social 
relationships and brings people together. These songs evoke 
joyful reactions, conveying powerful messages of solidarity 
and national pride. Furthermore, patriotic music naturally 
serves as a platform for social cohesion, transcending the 
boundaries of ethnicity and religion, and reminding citizens 
of their collective identity and common purpose. 
 

 
 
Topic Sentence (c) 
 
Elaboration 
 
Paragraph 
conclusion  
 

Body: 3rd Point 
On the other hand, music often becomes a bone of 
contention between generations, primarily due to the 
differences in musical genres favored by each group. 
Bridging the gap between people of different ages through 
music can be challenging, as generation gaps tend to 
influence musical preferences. For instance, teenagers 
typically enjoy vibrant, high-energy genres like heavy metal, 
pop, or rock, while the elderly tend to favor classical or more 
soothing music. The older generation often gravitates 
towards songs with insightful and reflective lyrics, while 
younger listeners are drawn to music that may glorify sex, 
drugs, violence, or certain ideologies. As a result, the lyrics 
of these songs can deeply affect the mood and behavior of 
listeners, with young people sometimes using music as an 
outlet to express anger or dissatisfaction with societal 
issues, which can lead to unrest or chaos. Consequently, 
these contrasting musical interests, coupled with differing 
values expressed through song lyrics, can create tension 
and misunderstandings between generations, causing a 
divide that keeps them distant from one another. 
 

Concluding line  
 
Writer’s opinion 
 
Clincher 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, music is something that should be appreciated 
by everyone in society. Although music may sometimes 
serve to divide the young and old, it undoubtedly uses its 
universality to bring together people of different cultures 
globally. At a time when the world appears to be more 
divided than ever, it is important that we find common ground 
in music to build cross-cultural relationships. 
 

 
 


