
Discursive Essay Samples 
 
Sample 3: 
 
You watched a TED Talkon parenting on aYouTube channel recently. The host of the 
talk made the following statement:  
 
“Mothers make better parents than fathers.” 
 
Write an essay expressing your opinion on the statement. Write at least 250 words.  
 
 
 
Hook 
 
Different views 
 
 
Thesis Statement 
 
 

Introduction 
Raising children is a challenging and demanding task that 
requires parents to invest great care, support, and ample 
time to instill good manners and values. While traditionally 
mothers have been viewed as the primary caregivers, 
responsible for nurturing and guiding children, opinions on 
effective parenting are now more diverse. Some believe that 
mothers make better parents due to their natural ability to 
understand and connect with their children, creating a sense 
of comfort and security that the older generation often sees 
as uniquely maternal. However, in today’s society, many 
argue that fathers can be equally effective parents, pointing 
out that fathers often have a strong influence on their 
children’s behavior and discipline. Moreover, modern fathers 
are increasingly dedicated to taking an active role in their 
children’s lives, serving as positive role models and helping 
their children develop responsibility and respect.  

 
Topic Sentence (a) 
 
Elaboration 
 
Paragraph 
conclusion  
 
 
 

Body: 1st Point 
Firstly, mothers are often in a better position than fathers to 
understand the needs of their children, especially in their 
early years. Thanks to their natural patience, mothers are 
generally more adept at handling the challenges of infancy, a 
stage when patience is crucial. Additionally, mothers tend to 
be more attentive to ensuring that their children receive a 
balanced and nutritious diet, as they are usually more 
attuned to daily needs such as preparing school lunchboxes 
and monitoring eating habits. Moreover, studies indicate that 
mothers play a significant role in instilling morals, values, 
and ethics as children grow up, which can be essential for 
shaping a child’s character. This nurturing and attentive 
approach, combined with a deep understanding of their 
children’s needs, often enables mothers to connect on a 
level that supports emotional and moral development. 
 

Topic Sentence (b) 
 
Elaboration 

Body: 2nd Point 
Furthermore, children often feel more comfortable with their 
mothers than with their fathers, which strengthens the bond 



 
Paragraph 
conclusion  
 

between mother and child. Children tend to be more 
attached to their mothers and feel free to reach out to them 
for support with almost any issue. For example, it is common 
to see both sons and daughters sharing their joys and 
sorrows with their mothers first, rather than with their fathers. 
This closeness highlights the important role that mothers 
play in their children’s upbringing, creating a secure 
environment where children feel understood and valued. In 
addition, mothers frequently serve as role models whom 
children naturally aspire to emulate, reinforcing their 
influence in shaping character and values. Given these 
connections, it is clear that mothers often establish 
themselves as better parents than fathers by providing both 
emotional comfort and a source of guidance for their 
children. 
 

 
 
Topic Sentence (c) 
 
Elaboration 
 
Paragraph 
conclusion  
 

Body: 3rd Point 
On the other hand, fathers are often more effective in 
instilling discipline and ensuring that children listen to them. 
With their firm tone and authoritative presence, fathers can 
communicate expectations clearly, particularly when it comes 
to matters of discipline. Their guidance and protective role 
become crucial during their children's formative years, 
helping to shape responsible behavior. Fathers tend to be 
stricter in enforcing rules and are more likely to impose 
consequences when children make mistakes, which can 
foster a sense of accountability. For example, fathers often 
play a key role in helping their children develop the 
confidence and skills needed to succeed in competitive 
environments. This structured approach encourages children 
to be more disciplined and prepared to handle the 
challenges of adult life, demonstrating how fathers contribute 
significantly to their children's growth and success. 
 

Topic Sentence (d) 
 
Elaboration 
 
Paragraph 
conclusion  
 

Body: 4th Point 
In addition, fathers often take their role as providers 
seriously and strive to set a strong example for their children. 
As the financial supporters of the family, fathers not only 
work hard to meet their children’s basic needs but also 
contribute to a stable household by supporting their spouses. 
By taking on the responsibility of being the primary 
breadwinner, many fathers dedicate themselves to ensuring 
that their families have a comfortable living environment and 
access to quality education. This commitment often involves 
sacrifices in terms of time spent with their children, yet it 
demonstrates their dedication to securing a better future for 
their families. This financial stability and sense of 
responsibility provide children with a valuable model of 
selflessness and perseverance, teaching them the 
importance of hard work and commitment to family 



well-being. Through their role, fathers exemplify the qualities 
of a devoted parent who prioritizes their family's needs, 
shaping their children’s understanding of responsibility and 
care. 
 

Concluding line  
 
Writer’s opinion 
 
Clincher 

Conclusion 
After weighing both sides of the discussion, it becomes clear 
that equality is the key when it comes to effective parenting. 
Both fathers and mothers play crucial, complementary roles 
in raising their children, with each contributing unique 
strengths that support their children’s development. While 
mothers often excel in providing emotional support and 
teaching values of respect and compassion, fathers are vital 
in guiding their children to face the world with confidence 
and resilience. Ultimately, parenthood should not be judged 
by one’s gender but rather by the dedication, love, and care 
that each parent brings to their role. It is this commitment to 
nurturing and guiding children that truly defines what it 
means to be a good parent 
 

 
 


