Discursive Essay Samples

Sample 2:

While you were traveling with your brother, your Grab driver made the following
comment after seeing a women overtaking him:

“Women are better drivers than me”

Write an essay expressing your opinion on the statement. Write at least 250 words.

Introduction
Accidents on the road often spark debates over which

Hook gender makes a better driver, and assumptions about
gender and driving capabilities frequently emerge,
Different views particularly when accidents involve female or male drivers.

Some people may quickly assume that a woman involved in
an accident lacks driving skills or that a male driver acted
Thesis Statement recklessly, possibly due to overconfidence. Many female
drivers claim they excel in driving because of their motherly
instinct, a natural attentiveness, and a strong ability to follow
traffic rules. On the other hand, male drivers argue that their
confidence, enhanced visual-spatial skills, and quick reaction
times make them more capable on the road.

Body: 1% Point

Topic Sentence (a) | Women tend to exhibit more patience and politeness
towards other road users, qualities often linked to their

Elaboration motherly instincts and innate conscientiousness. These traits

contribute to making women generally safer drivers, as they
Paragraph are less likely to engage in road rage or aggressive driving
conclusion behaviors. Women are often calm, composed, and cautious

behind the wheel, especially when overtaking other vehicles.
Unlike their male counterparts, who may display
disrespectful behavior such as continuous honking,
tailgating, and making intimidating gestures, women are
more likely to drive in a manner that fosters safety and
respect on the road. Studies have shown that male drivers
are more likely to act aggressively, which significantly
increases the chances of accidents. In contrast, women's
more careful driving approach reduces the likelihood of
being involved in dangerous situations, as they prioritize
safety over speed or dominance.

Topic Sentence (b) | Body: 2" Point

Women are generally better at learning and obeying rules, a
Elaboration quality that enhances their ability to drive safely. With a
natural tendency to absorb and follow regulations, women




Paragraph
conclusion

are often more diligent in adhering to road safety laws. Their
longer attention span makes them less likely to develop bad
habits, such as using a mobile phone while driving, drinking
alcohol, or smoking behind the wheel—behaviors that are
more commonly associated with male drivers. For example,
studies have shown that women are more likely to wear their
seatbelts, with around 70% of women consistently buckling
up, compared to a lower percentage of men. This adherence
to safety measures helps reduce the risk of serious injuries
or fatalities in the event of an accident. Furthermore, women
tend to be better at judging the risks associated with driving,
which can ultimately prevent fatal accidents. In contrast, men
are statistically more likely to be involved in accidents that
result in death, as their driving behaviors often include higher
speeds and riskier maneuvers. Therefore, women's careful
approach to driving contributes to their reputation as safer
drivers, both in terms of their compliance with traffic laws and
their ability to make sound decisions behind the wheel.

Topic Sentence (c)
Elaboration

Paragraph
conclusion

Body: 3™ Point

On the other hand, men are often seen as more confident
behind the wheel, which they believe makes them better
drivers. This confidence is often linked to their greater driving
experience, as men tend to drive more miles and are
generally more familiar with the workings of a vehicle. Their
intuitive understanding of how a car operates allows them to
react quickly in various driving situations. Compared to
women, who may be less confident and more easily
distracted or prone to panic in stressful situations, men often
feel more in control on the road. However, this
overconfidence can sometimes be detrimental, as it may
lead to riskier driving behaviors or a lack of caution. While
men’s confidence might give them an advantage in some
aspects of driving, it can also increase the likelihood of
accidents, especially when their self-assurance causes them
to underestimate potential hazards or overestimate their own
abilities. Therefore, although men’s confidence can be seen
as an asset, it can also contribute to more dangerous driving
situations compared to the more cautious and controlled
approach often seen in female drivers.

Topic Sentence (d)
Elaboration

Paragraph
conclusion

Body 4th Point

Additionally, men possess stronger visual processing skills
and spatial awareness, which are often attributed to the
effects of testosterone. These abilities give men an edge in
tasks that require quick decision-making and spatial
judgment, such as interpreting road conditions and reacting
to changes in the environment. Men are able to assess
these factors more rapidly, giving them a notable advantage




in situations like parking, where quick and accurate judgment
is key. In contrast, more women tend to experience difficulty
in estimating distances or maneuvering in tight spaces, often
resulting in a poorer sense of direction. This disparity can
make tasks like parallel parking or navigating narrow streets
more challenging for women, though it should be noted that
these differences do not necessarily translate into overall
driving safety. While men’s superior spatial awareness may
help them in certain driving tasks, it does not automatically
make them safer drivers, as other factors such as caution
and adherence to traffic laws play a more significant role in
preventing accidents. Therefore, while men’s enhanced
visual processing skills can provide an advantage in some
driving scenarios, they do not guarantee better driving
overall.

Concluding line
Writer’s opinion

Clincher

Conclusion

In conclusion, the ongoing debate over which gender makes
a better driver is likely to persist, as both sides present valid
arguments rooted in different strengths and perspectives.
When weighing both sides, it becomes clear that the claim of
being a "better driver" cannot be attributed solely to gender,
but is instead influenced by a combination of personality,
driving habits, and various social, psychological, and
biological factors. Ultimately, a better driver is someone who
prioritizes safety and does not risk their own or others' lives
on the road. Whether male or female, the most important
trait for a responsible driver is the ability to remain calm,
obey traffic laws, and make sound decisions that ensure
everyone’s well-being




